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                                                           CROSSING THE LINES 
Some books are meant to teach,
Some are meant to delight.

And yet so few books can teach and delight simultaneously or can open up new horizons while concurrently instilling new insights to its readers… Perhaps that explains why we, as the members of Atılım University, were so eager to read line by line Malcolm Gladwell’s impeccable work Outliers (Çizginin Dışındakiler) (2008) and to find so many details that would engage us with hours of enlightening discussions. 
As an extension of collective reading programs popularized around the globe, we have been organizing 1Book1Topic activities each academic year in our institution. For the fourth year we have  unanimously selected   (http://etpo.atilim.edu.tr/1k1k) Outliers (Çizginin Dışındakiler), which as we strolled through its mesmerizing pages, proved in each and every way that we have indeed made a great choice. 
So many attributions can be listed for that brilliant work but to name just a few, we could very reasonably bet that in each page Gladwell bountifully presented us the pleasure of experiencing all the lives and insights not similar to each other; brilliantly displayed how deep-rooted ideas could very mistakenly lay barriers for those who aim for the high but stuck with the misconception that success is an inherited quality created by the collaborative forces, some of which most popular ones are wealth, family and destiny at most.

After all Gladwell does not go so radical as to deny the preparatory effects of such factors but what he particularly emphasizes is that genius is, as once noted by Thomas Edison, one hundred percent inspiration but ninety-nine percent perspiration. That is exactly the very message Gladwell himself aims to convey throughout the entire book. Unless we give up taking external factors for granted and willfully aim, as individuals with free minds and souls, for the best can we, under no circumstances, come any closer to our aspirations for this one and only life. So now is the right time to wake up and face the ultimate challenge we all know but act as if we know not: hard work…
